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NOVEMBER 3, 2026 COORDINATED ELECTION—Ballot Measure 2C
Existing Food Sales Tax — Proposed Use Amendment
	NO NEW TAX  |  NO TAX RATE INCREASE
The question is whether to expand how existing food tax revenue may be used. The tax rate and the purchases subject to the tax would not change.


What is being asked?
Voters are being asked whether to add two permitted uses for the City’s existing food sales tax revenue. All current voter-approved uses would continue.
	TODAY — CURRENT AUTHORIZED USES
• Capital Improvements to parks and recreation facilities, trails and walkways, streets, bridges, and traffic control improvements
• Police station — design, construction, equipment and maintenance
	IF APPROVED — TWO USES WOULD BE ADDED
• Performance-based economic development incentives
• Operations that support and sustain eligible City facilities and improvements
Existing voter-approved uses would remain authorized.


Details on the proposed uses
	Economic development incentives
Council’s current intent is to prioritize previously authorized uses and consider incentives when additional funding is available, taking existing budget commitments into account.
• Council intends to emphasize performance-based, pay-as-you-go incentives when appropriate.
• Under a pay-as-you-go arrangement, payments may be calculated as a portion of new revenue generated by a project after agreed-upon performance requirements are met.
• Existing food tax revenue could support an approved incentive; the companion resolution does not limit payments exclusively to new project-generated revenue.
• Each incentive would require separate public consideration and Council approval of its funding terms and performance requirements.

	Operations & maintenance
Proposed intent: allow revenue to help maintain, operate, repair and sustain facilities and improvements already within voter-authorized purposes.
• Parks and recreation facility maintenance.
• Trail and walkway maintenance.
• Street and bridge maintenance and repairs.
• Traffic-control equipment maintenance.
• Utilities associated with eligible facilities.
• Equipment, materials, supplies, preventative maintenance and contracted maintenance or repair services.


What oversight and limits would remain?
	· The food tax revenue would not become unrestricted General Fund revenue; it could only be used for voter-authorized purposes.
· Eligible expenditures would still be approved and appropriated by City Council through the normal budget process.
· Economic development incentives would receive separate, project-specific Council consideration and approval.
· Previously authorized uses would continue, and maintaining previously financed public improvements, including the police facility, remains the first priority stated in the ballot question.
· The companion resolution states the current Council’s policy intent. It does not impose additional legal restrictions on voter-authorized uses or bind future councils.


	IF VOTERS APPROVE: the two proposed uses are added; the existing tax continues at the current rate.
	IF VOTERS DO NOT APPROVE: current authorized uses remain unchanged; the existing tax continues at the current rate.



“Food for domestic consumption” generally means groceries and similar food products for preparation or consumption at home. The amendment would not change which products are taxed.
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